
 
 

Agenda 
2025 ANZSMS General Meeting 

May 19th 2025 
6:00-6:45pm (Australian Eastern Daylight Time) 

 
 

Held in Person (hybrid meeting) at the Cairns Convention Centre (Sheridan St & Wharf St, 

Cairns, QLD, Australia) and online via zoom 

 

Online attendees: Daniel Kolarich, Gus Grey 

In person attendee: Gavin Reid, Nicole Rijs, Sarah Hancock, jayden Mckinnon, Shane Ellis, Berin 

Boughton, Heather Patsiouras, Manuela Klingler-Hoffmann, Peter Hoffman, David Harman, 

Alan Maccarone, River Pachulicz, Olivia Rusli, Matt Padula, Muhammad Bin Zenaidee, Tyren 

Dodgen, Parul Mittal, Oscar Lloyd Williams, William Alexander Donald, Nichollas Scott 

 

1. Welcome (Alexander Donald) 
 
Alex opened the meeting by highlighting that, in line with our constitution, due to 
hosting a meeting (Aus-Omics), we are obligated to have a society meeting, but this is a 
general meeting. Alex emphasized that our accounts have not yet been audited and we 
will have an official AGM later this year. 

 
2. Members in Attendance (Nick Scott) 

 
3. Apologies 

 
None 

 
4. Acceptance of previous minutes (AGM, November 6th 2024) 

 



Alex highlighted that the minutes have been sent to the ANZSMS membership and 
asked for comments. An attendee asked if these had been shared, and Nick Scott 
confirmed that they had been. Alex accepted the minutes as recorded and accurate. 
 
Note: The AGM minutes were confirmed to have been sent from the 
secretary@anzsms.org account to the membership on the 16th of April 2025, as well as 
sent to the ANZSMS board for comment on the 6th of November 2024 by Nick Scott. 
 

 
5. Business arising 

 
None 

 
6. President’s report (Donald) 

 
Alex Alex provided a conference update, highlighting that there were approximately 320 
attendees and the meeting is expected to return a small surplus, which is an excellent 
outcome. Alex thanked Tara Pukala and Sarah Hancock, as well as representatives from 
other societies, for their hard work in helping put the Aus-Omics meeting together. 
 
Alex highlighted that the committee had met earlier this year to discuss the options on 
what to do with the funds raised from IMSC, highlighting Gavin Reid's efforts in running 
the IMSC meeting. Alex outlined the financial priorities for the society, which are to 
keep the membership costs down, try to support more ECR travel (both ANZSMS 
conference and international MS aligned meetings), and highlighted ANZSMS's capacity 
to help support local MS symposia as well as speaking tours for international speakers 
visiting Australia/New Zealand. 
 
Alex highlighted the upcoming Asia Oceania Mass Spectrometry Conference (AOMSC) in 
June, noting we have a strong Australian representation in the program. 
 
Alex highlighted the requirement to keep records for auditing purposes, which have 
been kept on Dropbox. However, due to files being very large (above the free usage 
limit), this has resulted in some members needing to pay to access the files on Dropbox. 
To overcome this, the society has migrated the files to a UNSW-hosted Teams account, 
with Nick Scott also keeping the previous Dropbox folders as a backup. 
 

Oscar Lloyd Williams asked about access to the UNSW account, and if it is a 
shared password. Alex highlighted that he, Sarah, and Nicole Rijs have 
access/admin rights on the UNSW ANZSMS Teams account. Alex noted that as 
the committee turns over, this should be updated. Gavin asked about what 
happens if we don’t have a UNSW representative on the ANZSMS committee, 
and suggested that we should use a non-university specific file storage solution. 
Alex noted that due to the need for multiple people to access files, commercial 



solutions all cost money and may be prohibitively expensive. Alex highlighted 
that in the event of not having a UNSW representative, these files can be moved 
to another university's Teams account. Berin Boughton asked if the committee 
had a backup of the files. Alex highlighted that the version of files on Dropbox 
will act as the backup and that we could also have a physical downloaded copy of 
this. Matt Padula asked if NCRIS or Bioplatforms could be used to store this data. 
David Harman asked if RACI could be asked to store the data as we have 
affiliation with them. Alex commented that they were not asked but highlighted 
we are separate from RACI and we should remain so. 

 
Alex raised that we need to start thinking about where the next ANZSMS conference will 
be hosted. Alex had spoken to Peter Hoffman (president of the Australasian Proteomics 
Society) and a potential idea for 2027 would be to have another joint meeting as the 
Asia Oceania Human Proteome Organization (AOHUPO) meeting will be in Australia. 
Alex asked for comments on this idea. Alex asked where this would be held, with Peter 
commenting that due to its size it has to be in a big city (Melbourne, Sydney, Brisbane, 
etc.). Alex asked the attendees what the preference was in terms of conference size for 
the next ANZSMS meeting. 
 

Shane Ellis raised that it would be beneficial to align the next meeting with 
running another ANZSMS mass spectrometry school program. Shane noted that 
by aligning with a meeting, we could get speakers to present in the MS school as 
well. 

 
Gavin raised that while combined meetings are valuable, combining with a large 
meeting might drown out the ANZSMS focus of the meeting. Oscar asked if we 
could do the meeting back to back to avoid ANZSMS being drowned out, Gavin 
raised that this could be logistically challenging. 

 
David asked which state hasn’t hosted an ANZSMS meeting recently. Alex 
suggested Western Australia 

 
Shane raised that while IMSC and Aus-omics have been great, there is a lot of 
value in a smaller, more focused meeting. David asked if we have a smaller 
meeting, would this be a good way to keep costs down. 

 
Matt raised that we can think about the options and a decision can be made at 
the AGM. 

 
Alex summarized the consensus of the attendees was that a smaller meeting may be 
best and that a decision on this could be made at the AGM. 
 



Action Item: The ANZSMS membership should be consulted on what they would like 
the next ANZSMS meeting to look like (big vs. small meeting), with the goal to decide 
on this via the AGM in August. 
 

7. Secretary’s report (Scott) 
 
Nick summarized that his key activities have included overseeing the ECR travel grants. 
Two international travel grants were provided to attend AOMSC25, and 11 travel grants 
were provided to attend Aus-omics. Nick noted that no applications were received to 
attend ASMS in the USA this year which is unusually based on historical trend in ECR 
grant. 

 
8. Treasurer’s report (Hancock) 

 
Sarah highlighted that we have not been able to get our audit completed yet, with the 
end of the financial year for the society being the 31st of March. All paperwork for this 
audit has been put together and is awaiting submission. Sarah noted that the budget 
looks very healthy, but highlighted that the reported value may be misleading as funds 
had to be returned to the ISMF. Sarah also noted that due to the dramatic changes in 
the exchange rate, they delayed the transfer to maximize how much money was 
received by the ISMF. The funds have now been transferred. The final balance in the 
ANZSMS account is now approximately $180k. 
 
Sarah highlighted a slight increase in website fees due to migrating the IMSC website 
over to an ANZSMS-operated account. Sarah also highlighted that for ECR travel grants, 
these should be claimed as soon as possible by students to prevent being carried over to 
the next financial year. Sarah asked for any questions on the finances. 
 

Shane asked about the GST status. Sarah raised that she met with the 
accountant that handles our bookkeeping, and the GST status means we must 
provide quarterly reports on our activities which does cost the society. The 
feedback from the accountants has been that if it is likely that a future 
conference (within the next 10 years) will cost more than $75,000 (total cost), 
then we will need this GST status and should keep it. Shane raised that even a 
small conference is likely to cost more than $75k, so this will be needed moving 
forward. 

 
Sarah highlighted issues with finding an accountant that is happy to deal with the small 
scale of the ANZSMS reporting obligations. 
 
Oscar asked about the surplus and how that will be invested. Sarah highlighted that 
there are multiple ways these funds can be used, ranging from increasing ECR travel 
support to investing these funds.  



 
Sarah raised that a portion of the funds could be invested in a term deposit. An attendee 
asked how much we should keep in the everyday account, Sarah highlighted that in a non-
conference year, $25,000 should be able to cover all expenses. Gavin asked what the 
expenditure of the society is based on historical data, which is approximately $10,000 a 
year. Gavin highlighted that while it is good to have the money giving a return, ANZSMS 
is not a bank, and we need a plan on how to spend down the funds over the next decade. 
Nick highlighted a simple way to increase spending is to increase the value of the travel 
support given to ECRs, from $1000 for international conferences to $3000, and from $500 
for local meetings to $1000. Sarah highlighted that the Michael Guilhaus award could be 
increased back up to $10,000 as it was reduced to $2,000 in recent years. 
 
Oscar highlighted that if approximately $130k was put in a term deposit and $50k left in 
the operating budget, we would have these funds next year in time before we likely 
need them for support travel, etc. Sarah highlighted that Alex is required to open the 
term deposit, so he will need to do this. Nick asked if we had consensus from the 
community to invest these funds, the attendees agreed. 
 
Action Item: Open term deposit account and place ~130k into account. ANZSMS 
committee to develop a plan for spending down funds within the account over the 
next decade. 

 
9. Webmaster update (Mittal) 

 
Parul Mittal introduced herself, highlighting that she took over the webmaster role in 
February from Muhammad Bin Zenaidee. Parul noted that she will be getting further 
training from Muhammad while they are both at Aus-omics. 
 
Parul highlighted that since December 2024, we have 103 members (34 students, 69 full 
members), with 45 attending Aus-omics. 
 
Parul highlighted that since the AGM, we have regained access to the society email 
accounts, which we had been locked out of for several months, and the IMSC2024 
website has been moved to be hosted by ANZSMS. 
 
Parul highlighted that Sarah has been handling a series of issues due to credit card fraud 
attempts on the website. The individuals were attempting to assess which credit card 
numbers work before they go on and use them on other sites (credit card washing). 
Sarah, with Alex’s help, was able to block these fraudulent charges and has updated the 
security settings which will prevent this. Sarah raised that we may want to upgrade how 
we validate credit cards, but this may cost money. Parul will look into alternatives to 
prevent this. We are currently using SecurePay via Australia Post, but this is something 
we will have to keep an eye on. 
 



Sarah raised that the ANZSMS website is out of date and suggested having a 
community-run initiative to update the website, as the last entry on developments in 
MS shown is from 2005. 

 
10. Other business 

 
Sarah raised that we have been holding our AGM a bit later than we are supposed to, 
based on the society constitution. It needs to be in the first five months of the society's 
financial year, thus it needs to be done by August each year. 
 
Regarding QMSS becoming a branch of ANZSMS, Nick asked what the process is to allow 
QMSS to become a sub-branch. Sarah highlighted that they need to provide a written 
expression of interest in being a sub-branch and this needs to be voted on at an AGM. 
 
Shane also flagged that the society needs to ensure the business register is up to date. 
He noted that due to this not being done for multiple years, it was extremely 
problematic when they needed to apply to register for GST. Shane highlighted that there 
are two registers, one on the business register which allows people to assign tax agents 
to work on behalf of the society. The second is the Australian business registry. Shane, 
Nick, and Alex have been added to these, but moving forward, this should be updated 
whenever the committee changes. 

 
11. Thanks and close (Alex) 


	Online attendees: Daniel Kolarich, Gus Grey

